
Picture Book Writing Guide 
1st through 3rd Grade 

 
Promise:  
(What is the story about?) 
 
Main Character: 
 
Goal: 
 
Stakes: 
(What happens if the main character doesn’t achieve their goal?) 

 
Progress: a. 
(steps character takes to achieve goal) 

 

 
Progress: b. 
 

 
Progress: c. 
 

 
Payoff: 

 
 

Resolution: 
 

 


